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Dear Collectors

Welcome to the fi nal Stamp Bulletin for 2008. The year has been an extremely 
busy one with Australia involved in a number of major events. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all our readers for their continued support of Australian 
philately, whether it’s through the purchase of Australian stamps to add to a 
collection or through valuable feedback and support.

In this edition we ask you to tell us what your favourite stamps were of 2008.  A 
special voting form is included so you can peruse the stamps from this year and 
have your say. Who knows, you may be lucky enough to win the special  blocks 
of 1931 Kingsford Smith overprinted stamps, valued at around $3,000. Now that 
would really make someone’s Christmas!

I am often asked what my favourite stamps were in a given year, and I can 
tell you this year is one of the hardest from which to choose a favourite.  The 
Legends issue each year is hard to go past, as this issue always features great 
Australians that have contributed so much to the community – the Australian 
Legends of Philanthropy, back in January, are a case in point. The Organ and 
Tissue Donation stamp holds a special place in my view, as it’s a great graphical 
representation of such a complex issue. I wonder how many people were 
reminded to register? Being a dog- lover, the Working Dogs issue has great 
appeal, while the Centenary of Scouting brought back fond boyhood memories. 
Aren’t stamps great!

One stamp issue more than all others reminded me of how privileged I am 
to work in Australia Post in a job that allows me have some infl uence on the 
stamps we produce each year. That issue was Lest We Forget. The stamp launch 
I attended at Melbourne’s Shrine of Remembrance was very special. This Bulletin, 
of course, also contains images of and information on some great stamp issues 
that form the fi nal part of our 2008 program, including the Christmas stamp 
issues – Christmas 2008 and Christmas Island Christmas. The stamp issues are 
very different in both design and concept, with the traditional Christmas story 
told through the Christmas 2008 stamp issue and a Christmas of colour and fun 
presented in the Christmas Island stamp issue. 

The Australian Film Institute (AFI) ran a poll recently to determine the favourite 
Australian fi lm of all time as part of its 50-year celebrations. An issue of fi ve 
stamps will be released on the 3 November,  featuring the fi ve favourite 
Australian fi lms as voted by the public in the poll. Later in the year, and selected 
from these fi ve fi lms, Australia’s favourite fi lm will be given a special award at 
the AFI Awards ceremony, telecast on the 6th December. 

Our 2008 Collection of Australian Stamps  includes a unique sheetlet of the 2008 
Australian Olympic gold medallists, as well as a single stamp from the 
Paralympian of the Year sheetlet. This collection and that of the Australian 
territories are a record of Australian culture, special events and anniversaries, 
and would be a great family gift for children or grandchildren. In this edition of 
the Bulletin there is also a range of gift and Christmas card ideas for the festive 
season. A very Merry Christmas to you all,

Noel Leahy, Manager, Philatelic Group



CONTENTS
4............Christmas 2008

6............Christmas Island Christmas

7............Card packs and stationery

8............Favourite Australian Films

11 ..........Talking Stamps

12 ..........2008 Collections

14 ..........Coins

16 .......... Impressions spring catalogue preview

18 ..........Post Master Gallery

19 ..........Specialist Notes

21..........Seven Seas

Beijing Expo
(24 to 27 October)
The Megafauna minisheet 
from the Stamp Collecting 
Month stamp issue was 

overprinted with the Beijing 
Expo’s logo. 

1576229
Beijing Expo overprint 
(Megafauna)   $4.40

Final product image was unavailable 
at the  time of printing.

AFL AND NRL PREMIERS FOR 2008

It doesn’t matter what code you follow, these stamp sheets are a 
must have for any collector of sporting souvenirs.  

1514376  2008 AFL Grand Finalist souvenir sheet      $15.95
1514416 2008 AFL GF stamp and medallion cover $19.95
1514377 2008 NRL Grand Finalist souvenir sheet $15.95



50c ..........Bauble
50c ..........Madonna and Child
55c ..........Angel
$1.20 .......Wise Man

CHRISTMAS 2008
31 OCTOBER  2008
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This 2008 Christmas stamp issue continues the tradition of Australian 
Christmas stamps featuring religious subjects. Three of this year’s 
stamps celebrate the birth of Jesus through images of iconic fi gures 
from the Christmas story and the Nativity. Resembling a three-part 
altarpiece when shown together, the stamps combine photographic 
and design elements, and draw upon a range of techniques and 
artistic infl uences to offer a modern approach to a traditional story. 

The sentiment of the Christmas story is captured in the devotional 
expressions and gestures of the fi gures, inspired by painters such as 
Giotto, whose religious frescos often depict people in profi le against 
shallow architectural backdrops. Giotto – whose paintings have also 
featured on stamps – broke from the strict stylisation of medieval 
and Byzantine art to introduce human emotion and a quiet realism to 
religious art. In these modern stamps it is photography that enables 
this expressive dimension and brings the Christmas story to life.

The designer Melinda Coombes creates a calm, contemplative 
feeling through visual cues such as circles and arcs, and the use 
of classical proportions based on the Golden Mean, considered 
particularly pleasing to the human eye. Her design of the 50-cent 
stamp radiates out from a shell-like centre, a stylised yet open 
spiralling of semicircular forms that cradles the heads of Mary and 
Jesus. 

Each fi gure is set against a colourful, decorative backdrop. The fl oral 
appeal of William Morris fabrics adds depth to the areas of fl at colour. 
Every part of the design incorporates many layers – colour fi lters, and 
photographic, illustrative and tonal layers – that together convey the 
joyful spirit of Christmas.  A stand-alone alternative stamp recognises 
the centuries-old ritual of decorating the home at Christmas, a 
tradition continued today by the common practice of adorning our 
Christmas trees with festive tinsel, lights and baubles.

1576001 fi rst day cover (gummed)

1576126 stamp pack

1576155 aerogramme



1576220 maxicard set (4)

www.auspost.com.au/stamps

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Issue date ......................... 31 October 2008
FDI withdrawal date .......... 28 November 2008
Denominations .................. 2 x 50c, 1 x 55c, 1 x $1.20
Stamp designs .................. Melinda Coombes, Adam Crapp (Bauble)
Photography ...................... Louis Petruccelli (Bauble)
Typo. & product design ..... Adam Crapp, Australia Post Design Studio
Printer (gum/s-a/sh’let*) .... McKellar Renown/ *Pemara
Paper (gummed/s-a) .......... Tullis Russel/B100 s-a
Printing process ................ Lithography/Flexographic* 
Stamp size/sheetlet size ... 26mm x 37.5mm/104mm x 190mm
Perforations ....................... 14.6 x 13.86
Sheet layout  ..................... 50, fi ve x $1.20 with airmail stickers 
Special feature .................. *Special effect on the Baubles sheetlet
National postmark ............. St Marys, NSW 2760
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Products
In addition to the standard products, self-adhesive booklets of 
20 x 50c stamps, which include card-only stickers, are available 
for both the traditional nativity stamps and the bauble stamp. For 
those sending international mail, the issue includes a self-adhesive 
sheetlet of fi ve x $1.20 stamps featuring airmail stickers on the 
reverse. All stamp booklets are packaged in chequebook-of-twenty 
format. An aerogramme is also available. 

The bauble stamp is available in a self-adhesive sheetlet of 10, 
embellished with gold foil and a textured varnish. This sheetlet is 
also included in the Christmas card and stationery products (refer to 
page seven for details). The gummed stamps do not include these 
fi nishes. The fi nal Prestige First Day Cover for 2008 includes the 
embellished bauble stamp, a foiled postmark and an attached woven 
Christmas tree decoration. 

1576300 
prestige fi rst day cover

1576253 
Bauble special embellished sheetlet

self-adhesive booklets of stamps



6 | stamp bulletin australia | no. 295 | November–December 2008

50c ......Christmas Tree
$1.20 ...Robber Crab

In 1643, the East India Company ship the Royal Mary arrived off the 
coast of a remote Indian Ocean island, some 2,600km north-west 
of what is now Perth. Captain William Mynors was unable to make 
landfall, but he did have the honour of naming Christmas Island for 
the day of his arrival – 25 December.

Christmas Tree (50c) 

In this design, the Golden Bosunbird wraps its splendid tail, like a 
strand of tinsel, around a Christmas tree decorated with seashells, 
Red Crabs, and a smiling starfi sh atop. Christmas Island is noted for 
its Red Crabs, which make a spectacular migration in their millions 
from the forest to the sea around November each year.

Robber Crab ($1.20) 

Christmas Island is the world’s most extensive breeding ground 
for Robber Crabs, the largest species of land crab worldwide. As 
their name suggests, and the stamp illustrates, they are known for 
their thieving habits.

CHRISTMAS ISLAND CHRISTMAS 
 31 OCTOBER 2008

This issue includes a self-adhesive 
booklet of 10 x 50c stamps with 
card-only stickers and a sheetlet 
of fi ve x $1.20 stamps for all your 
Christmas greeting needs. Both are 
available in chequebook format of 
20. Also available is a self-adhesive 
sheetlet of 10 x 50c stamps. 

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Issue date ......................... 31 October 2008
FDI withdrawal date .......... 28 November 2008
Denominations .................. 1 x 50c, 1 x $1.20
Stamp design .................... Rob Kiely 
Typography ........................ John White, Australia Post Design Studio
Printer (gummed & s/a) ..... McKellar Renown
Paper (gummed)................ Tullis Russell
      (s/adhesive) ................. B100 s/a paper
Printing process ................ Lithography 
Stamp size ........................ 26mm x 37.5mm
Perforations ....................... 14.6 x 13.86
Sheet layout  ..................... Modules of 50, s/a sheetlet
Special feature .................. Nil
National postmark ............. Christmas Island, WA 6798

1592001 
fi rst day cover
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We have all your Christmas needs covered with these card packs!

A delightful gift for 
any child!

1514368
Christmas Books Gift 
Pack
(pack of three)

AU$9.99

1514410
Mickey
Christmas Cards 
(includes prepaid 
envelopes)

AU$12.95 pack of 12

1514414
Christmas Island 
Critters Christmas Cards 
(includes postage stamps 
and envelopes)

AU$9.99 pack of 10

1514409
Muppets
Christmas Cards 
(includes prepaid envelopes)

AU$12.95 pack of 12

1514411
Celebrate 
Christmas Cards
(includes postage 
stamps and envelopes)

AU$9.99 pack of 10

1514412
Gifts and Wishes
Christmas Cards 
(includes postage 
stamps and envelopes)

AU$9.99 pack of 10

1514415
Baubles Stationery Set 
with matching envelopes
(includes postage stamps)

AU$9.99

1514413
Bush Nativity
Christmas Cards 
(includes postage 
stamps and envelopes)

AU$9.99 pack of 10
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FAVOURITE AUSTRALIAN FILMS
3 NOVEMBER 2008

This stamp issue celebrates Australia’s favourite local fi lms, as 
voted for in a competition jointly organised by Australia Post and the 
Australian Film Institute (AFI).  

The favourite Australian fi lm overall will be announced in 
December 2008 at the AFI awards. An embellished sheetlet of 
self-adhesive stamps (10 x 55c) celebrating Australia’s favourite 
fi lm will be produced after the announcement of the award and 
will be available in December (refer to page 10 for details). This is 
the fi rst time that an Australian stamp issue and special product 
have been produced based on the voting preferences of the 
Australian public. 

Today, Australian fi lms are recognised nationally and internationally. 
This is a far cry from the situation in 1958 when Australian feature 
fi lm production had fallen to an all-time low. The rebirth of the 
Australian fi lm industry began in the 1960s. Spurred on by the 
newfound Australian nationalism, the Australian Government 
established the Experimental Film Fund. In the early 1970s it 
established the Australian Film Development Corporation while the 
state governments established the likes of the South Australian 
Film Corporation.

The earliest fi lm chosen by the public as one of Australia’s favourites 
was Gallipoli. Produced in 1981, the fi lm belongs to the group of 
fi lms that heralded the renaissance of the Australian fi lm industry in 
the 1970s and early 1980s. Although the fi lm explored the country’s 
past, its commemoration of the great battle of World War I clearly 
still resonates with Australian audiences in 2008. 

A range of Australian people and places feature in the other four 
fi lms, presenting a diverse picture of our culture. Muriel’s Wedding 

15911126 stamp pack

55c ..........The Adventures of  
Priscilla, Queen of  
the Desert

55c ..........The Castle
55c ..........Muriel’s Wedding
55c ..........Lantana
55c ..........Gallipoli

1591209 roll of (100 x 55c)
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www.auspost.com.au/stamps

1591001 fi rst day cover (gummed)

1591220 maxicard set (fi ve)

1591182
set of self-adhesive
booklets

portrays an “ugly duckling” leaving behind her country town to 
realise her dream of getting married and living in the big city. 
By contrast, The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert tells of the 
adventures of three drag queens in outback Australia.

The Castle takes a humorous look at an Aussie battler’s attachment to 
his suburban family home and his triumph over powerful corporate 
interests. A very different story of the suburbs is portrayed in 
Lantana, which explores four couples in Sydney drawn into a tangled 
web of love, deceit, sex and death.

These fi lms show a huge development from the period in 1958. 
Then only 30 fi lms were entered in the documentary, educational, 
advertising, experimental, public relations and open categories. 
The continuance of the AFI awards over 50 years is testament to 
the vitality of the Australian fi lm industry, and the role the AFI has 
played in promoting Australian fi lms.

There are six self-adhesive booklets of 10 x 55c (one for each of the 
movies and a mixed booklet). There is also a unique self-adhesive 
sheetlet format honouring Australia’s favourite fi lm of all time (refer 
to page 10 for details).

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Issue date ......................... 3 November 2008
FDI withdrawal date .......... 1 December 2008
Denominations .................. 5 x 55c
Stamp & product design ... Jo Muré, Australia Post Design Studio
Printer ............................... Energi Print & Pemara*
Paper (gummed/s-a) .......... Tullis Russell/B100 & *B90 (rolls)
Printing process ................ Lithography 
Stamp size ........................ *26mm x 37.5mm
Sheetlet size ..................... 155mm x 215mm
Perforations ....................... 14.6 x 13.86
Sheet layout  ..................... Module of 50
Special feature .................. Se-tenant strip with gutter design
National postmark ............. Melbourne, Vic 3000
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The spotlight is on Australia’s five favourite fi lms as depicted in our stamp 
issue. One of these fi lms will be named Australia’s Favourite Film and presented 
with an award at this year ’s Australian Film Institute (AFI) award ceremony in 
December 2008. The five Australian fi lms listed were voted by the Australian 
public in an online poll jointly organised by Australia Post and the AFI. All are 

great fi lms but only one will be officially named Australia’s favourite. 
A special embell ished self-adhesive sheetlet and sheetlet pack 

wil l  be released after the award announcement.

A special presentation 
pack includes the embellished 
self-adhesive sheetlet 
and the gummed stamps 
from the issue.  The pack is 
identical to that given to 
attendees of the 
AFI Awards ceremony.

1591251 $12.95

The Castle

The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert

Lantana

Gallipoli

Muriel’s Wedding

AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE FILM AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE FILM 
... but which one will it be?

Includes 
fi ve FAVOURITE FILM 
self-adhesive stamps 
and fi ve original issue 

stamps in self-adhesive.  

1591250

$5.50
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TALKING STAMPS
WITH RICHARD BRECKON

European stamp printers – the 
fi rst time since Federation that 
Australian stamps had been 
produced overseas. Work on 
the 3½d stamp commenced 
early, as it was to be included 
in a commemorative stamp 
booklet of 12 and the lead-time 
needed to manufacture the 
booklet was lengthy. The Olympic 
booklet would feature trilingual 
inscriptions (English, French and 
Spanish) to explain Australian 
postal information to Olympic 
visitors.

In August 1956, the Federal 
Government imposed increases 
in postal rates which meant that  
basic letter postage would rise 
from 3½d to 4d on 1 October 
that year. Consequently the 
3½d Olympic stamp would be 
obsolete for letter postage. The 
timing of the rate increase made 
it impossible to manufacture 
a 4d Olympic stamp booklet 
in the available time. Before 
being abandoned production 
had reached the stage where 18 
million 3½d stamps (enough for 
1.5 million booklets) had been 
printed.

All the stamps were destroyed, 
except for two uncut booklet 
sheets transferred to the National 
Philatelic Collection. In 1987, 40 
examples of the unissued 3½d 
Olympic stamp were sold in the 
Australia Post Archival Sale. (The 
3½d stamp is priced at $5,000 in 
the Australian Commonwealth 
Specialists’ Catalogue.) The other 
three stamps in the Olympic set 
were not affected by the postal 
rates increase and so these 
denominations were issued as 
planned.

America’s Cup Defence, 1987

The victory of Australia II in the 
America’s Cup (1983) meant that 
the Cup had been taken away 
from the New York Yacht Club 
for the fi rst time in 132 years. It 
was brought to the Royal Perth 
Yacht Club, which arranged for 
the fi rst defence of the Cup to 
be held at Fremantle in 1987. 
Australia Post issued three 
stamps in September 1986 
commemorating the original 
with Triumph ‘83 followed by 
another four stamps marking the 
America’s Cup in February 1987. 
A third stamp issue was planned: 
a 36c stamp for basic letter 
postage to commemorate the 
Cup’s successful defence.

The proposed ‘Victory’ stamp 
was a calculated gamble. In 
an era when the instant stamp 
technology was not available, the 
Victory stamp had to be printed 
well in advance of the staging 
of the fi rst race at Fremantle. 
As soon as the victory of the 
defender, Kookaburra III, was 
confi rmed, the stamp would be 
distributed for release across 
Australia. Unfortunately, it was 
not to be. The America’s Cup 
was easily won by the San 
Diego Yacht Club’s challenger, 
Stars and Stripes, and the Cup’s 
residency in Australia proved to 
be brief. 

A small stock of full sheets of 
the unissued America’s Cup 
Victory stamp were retained in 
the National Philatelic Collection. 
No examples of the stamp have 
been sold to private collectors.         

    

AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE FILM 
One of the most interesting 
aspects of stamp collecting is 
learning about stamps that might 
have been, but never were. 
There have been instances 
where circumstances intervened 
to prevent a planned stamp issue 
from going ahead. Sometimes 
the stamps had reached an 
advanced stage of production 
before being abandoned. 

In two instances involving 
major sporting events held in 
Australia in the past 50 years, 
stamps were fully printed 
before their planned issue had 
to be scrapped: the Melbourne 
1956 Olympic Games and the 
1987 America’s Cup Defence at 
Fremantle, WA. 

Melbourne Olympic Games, 
1956     

When Australia Post began 
planning stamps for the 1956 
Olympic Games, four values 
were envisaged:

• 3½d, basic letter postage 
within Australia and to British 
Commonwealth countries

• 7½d, basic surface letter 
postage to countries outside the 
British Commonwealth

• 1s., basic air mail letter 
postage to nearer Asian 
countries

• 2s., basic air mail letter 
postage to most countries. 

The 3½d and 7½d stamps were 
to be produced by one-colour 
recess printing at the Note 
Printing Branch, Melbourne. 
The 1s. and 2s. stamps 
were to involve multi-colour 
photogravure production by two 



The annual Collection of Australian Stamps is much more 

than just a record of all of the Australian gummed stamps 

and miniature sheets issued throughout the year.

Each stamp issue is presented in a handsome bound book 

format with matching slip-case. The Collection is designed 

to visually delight readers and collectors alike.  

Begin a family tradition this year with the 2008 

Collection of Australian Stamps as a Christmas 

gift for family and friends. 

2008 COLLECTION OF AUSTRALIAN STAMPS

The collection includes:

• all of the gummed Australian stamps and miniature sheets issued throughout 2008

• a special presentation sheetlet (only available with the collection) of the 

  Beijing Olympics Australian Gold Medallists stamps

• the story behind each of the stamp issues and photography showcasing each subject or theme.

The perfect gift for any occasion!
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2008 AUSTRALIAN TERRITORIES 
COLLECTION
Includes:
• 2008 Lunar New Year stamp issue
• Cocos (Keeling) Islands Visiting Birds 
• 50 Years of Christmas Island
• AAT: International Polar Year 2007-08
• Christmas Island Christmas

1575214 
Executive edition 
$134.95

1575171 2008 Annual Collection 
$99.95

1575194
2008 Australian 

Territories 
Collection
$24.95
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EXCLUSIVE 
BEIJING GOLD 
MEDALLISTS 

SHEETLET 
INCLUDES ALL 

AUSTRALIAN GOLD 
MEDALLISTS. 
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Collectables

1113897*
Sydney Harbour Bridge
“C” mint mark coin

AU$2.75 each

1514399*
2009 Ken Done $1 coin
CuNi Frunc

AU$24.95 each

Land Series

1514403*
Echidna coin

1514404*
Rock Wallaby coin

AU$14.95 each

1517307*
100 Years of Australia’s Coat 
of Arms “C” mint mark coin

AU$2.75 each
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Coins

1514360*
Australian Olympic Team 
Silver coin

AU$95 each

1514358
AFL 150 Years 
Brilliant Uncirculated 
“C” mint mark coin

AU$13.50 each

1514357*
AFL 150 Years 1oz 
Silver Proof coin

AU$95 each

1514361*
2008 Hobart 1oz
Silver Proof coin

AU$82.50 each

*featured coins are available only while stocks last.

A great celebration 
and memento of 
baby’s fi rst year.

1514355
2008 Baby Coin Card

AU$12.95 each



Impressions Unique Gifts and Collectables

A PREVIEW OF SOMETHING TO TREASURE OR ADD TO YOUR  
COLLECTION. NEW IMPRESSIONS CATALOGUE OUT SOON.*

Aviation A380 Minisheet                      
Embellished Imperforate Sheet

Available to collectors is this uncut 
sheet of 12 imperforate minisheets.

Includes certifi cate of authenticity.

RRP $99.95

Aviation A380 First Flight 
Minisheet Stamp Pack

As a memento of the fi rst Qantas A380 fl ight, 
passengers received an exclusive stamp pack 
featuring the Australia Post A380 stamp as a 
block of four in a minisheet. 

This pack has been reproduced with an 
emellishment and is available to collectors 
through the Impressions catalogue only.

RRP $15.95 (Limited edition of 5,000)

Megafauna                                                    
Print and Imperforate Sheet Frame 

This beautifully presented frame showcases 
an imperforate Megafauna minisheet and a 
print of the original artwork.

(Limited edition of 500, individually numbered) 

RRP $129.95

From Small Things Big Things Grow

This special product looks at the history of 
our prehistoric animals through stamps; from 
Creatures of the Slime through to some of 
the more recognisable animals in our latest 
prehistoric release, Megafauna.

The pack features full minisheets of these 
stamp issues and the reprinted stamps include 
micro date printing.

RRP $14.95



www.auspost.com.au/impressions

To order freecall 1800 331 794

Spring/Summer 2008

Don Bradman Desk Display

This desk display features a pair of Bradman 
stamps (1997) and an uncirculated AUD$5 Bradman 
coin from the Royal Australian Mint. The display 
also includes a series of cards bearing images and 
quotes highlighting Bradman’s impressive sporting 
career. 

RRP $39.95 (limited edition of 500)

Don Bradman Coin and Stamp Folder

To honour the 100th anniversary of the birth 
of “The Don”, this folder contains a gummed 
sheetlet of 10 Bradman stamps . It also in-
cludes a specially printed and numbered block 
of four “Baggy Green” stamps from the 2005 
Sporting Treasures stamp issue and a AUD$5 
Bradman coin from the Royal Australian Mint.

RRP $79.95 (Limited edition of 750)

Scouts Stamp and Ingot Set

Featuring two Pan-Pacifi c Scout Jamboree 
stamps – one each 1948 and 1952, together 
with two ingots presenting the stamp images 
in relief and three Centenary Of Scouting In 
Australia (2008) stamps.

RRP $29.95

 

*Impressions 
products are 

available for order 
by Australian   

residents only.



321 EXHIBITION STREET 

MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Enquiries 03 9204 5021
or postmastergallery@auspost.
com.au

ADMISSION IS FREE  

GALLERY HOURS

Monday to Friday  
10am to 5pm

Above: Football artworks, stamps and memorabilia at the Play On exhibition. 
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Play On – 150 Years of Australian Football
Extended into 2009

POST MASTER GALLERY
WWW.AUSPOST.COM.AU/GALLERY

The Wild Ones 
– Motorcycles through 
the Years

This exhibition, which was 
previously scheduled to 
take place October 2008 to 
February 2009, has been 
cancelled.

This new postage paid envelope features colours that vision 
impaired people fi nd easier to read. Another feature in the 
design is the use of the Braille print which has allowed those 
with a vision impairment to read. The Braille writing system 
was introduced by Louis Braille in 1824.

0461226 
200 Years of Louis Braille – Vision Australia PPE                      
$0.65

Play On – 150 years of Australian Football has been 
extended into the new year. The Motorcycles exhibition 
has been cancelled and Here comes the Postie: 200 
Years of Postal Services will form part of an exhibit at the 
Melbourne Stamp Show to be held at the National Tennis 
Centre from 23 to 26 July 2009.  

Please note that the Post Master Gallery is no longer open 
on Saturday afternoons.

NEW VISION AUSTRALIA PPE
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STAMP SHOWS AND EVENTS

WAGGA STAMP  & COIN FAIR 
(NSW)

22 & 23 November 2008

This event will be hosted by The 
Wagga Stamp Club Inc. at the 
Sturt Public School Hall, White 
Avenue, Kooringal. 

The fair will be open from 9am 
to 4pm each day and admission 
is FREE. There will be seven 
dealers on hand to buy, sell and 
offer valuations. Contact the 
secretary on 02 6922 3393.   

SCDAA PETERSHAM SUPER FAIR 
(NSW)

30 November 2008 

This very popular event will be 
held at Petersham Town Hall, 
107 Crystal Street (just one 
block from the railway station). 

Hours will be 9.30am to 4pm 
and admission is $1 for adults 
with children admitted FREE. 
There will be 27 local and 
interstate dealers buying and 
selling stamps, banknotes, 
coins, postcards, pins and other 
collectables. Free valuations will 
be available and there are fi ve 
$50 door prizes to be won. A 
cafeteria will operate on the day.

Souvenir Christmas booklets 
can be purchased at the door 
for $20 each, along with a 
commemorative overprinted 
booklet in two barcodes ($40 per 
barcode pair). Available by mail 
from:

Manfred Junge
SCDAA Booklet Manager
PO Box 750
Armidale  NSW  2350

For booklet details please 
telephone 02 6771 2438.
When ordering by mail add $5 
for registered P&H. For all other 
enquiries contact John Pearson 
on 02 9979 1561.   

IPSWICH STAMP FAIR (Qld)

2 November 2008
This year Ipswich is celebrating 
the sesquicentenary of the city. 
This annual fair will be held at 
the RSL Services Club, corner of 
Down and Lowry Streets, North 
Ipswich. Admission is FREE and 
hours are 9am to 4pm. 

There will be lucky door prizes, 
raffl es, a bargain table and an 
auction. Around 10 clubs with 
circuit books will attend and 
dealers will also be present. 
For enquiries please contact 
07 3282 2983 or 07 3814 5530.   

“FISHER’S GHOST” (NSW)

CAMPBELLTOWN STAMP FAIR

2 November 2008
The Campbelltown District 
Philatelic Society will hold its 
fi fth annual stamp fair at the 
Campbelltown Civic Centre, 
Queen Street, Campbelltown. 
Admission is FREE. Hours 
are 10am to 3.30pm with two 
“sale by tenders” commencing 
at 11.30am and 2pm. Light 
refreshments will also be 
available.

There will be two overprinted and 
numbered products available at 
the fair, or by mail order, while 
stocks last – Fisher’s Ghost Series 
VII overprinted booklet (one 
barcode) and 5th Fisher’s Ghost 
stamp fair overprinted minisheet. 
For information, or to obtain an 
order form, please contact: 

Mario Saliba (Pres)
PO Box 478
Campbelltown  NSW  2560

mario.saliba@elections.nsw.gov.au
Credit cards/EFTPOS unavailable.   

The following information is provided by event organisers. 
Australia Post takes no responsibility for the representations 
made, including event times, dates and locations.

 
New book on Victoria’s early 
stamps!

The Half-lengths of Victoria: 
the Stamps and Postal History 
1850–59 is a 475-page book 
due for release in April 2009. 

Pre-publication orders for the 
book are being accepted up 
to 7 December 2008 at $140 
plus postage and handling ($18 
within Australia.) Orders to:

The Royal Philatelic Society 
of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 548
Heatherton, Vic 3135

Email sinfi eld30@optusnet.com.au

1575350 

Half-lengths of Vic.   $15.95

2005–07 Stamp Printing Technical 
Details Booklet
• commemorative issues

• defi nitive reprints

• stamp show overprints (with 
Australia Post on site)

• photographs select uncut 
sheets.

1575450
2005-07 Tech Details $15.95



 

IN RETROSPECT
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IN RETROSPECT

POSTMARKS

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE POSTMARKS

Christmas 2008
31 October 2008
St Marys, NSW 2760   
Christmas Island Christmas
31 October 2008 
Christmas Island, WA 6798 
Favourite Australian Films
3 November 2008
Melbourne, Vic 3000
Paralympian of the Year
24 October 2008
Sydney, NSW 2000

PICTORIAL POSTMARKS

ERROR: Bulletin 294 – there has 
been no replacement of the 
Shark Bay postmark since July, 
2007.

3 November 2008
Jerilderie, NSW 2716
Impression: Ned Kelly
Kootingal, NSW 2352
Impression: Shooting star
Milpo Kapooka, NSW 2661
Impression: Army logo
Maitland, NSW 2030
Impression: Little Boy statue
Cabramurra, NSW 2629
Impression: Highest town
Kurnell, NSW 2231
Impression: First fl eet landing 
and aboriginal heritage.

19 November 2008
Geraldton, WA 6530
Impression: HMAS Sydney

Kensington Park, SA 5068
Postmark “Olympic Sportsfi eld” 
has been de-commissioned.

COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARK

8 January 2009
Cape Denison, Commonwealth 
Bay, ANTARCTICA
Mawson’s Hut Conservation 
Expedition. 
Impressions are available from 
the Postal Manager, Kingston Post 
Offi ce, Tas, 7050

POSTMARKS

Pictorial Postmark
17 September 2008

Geelong Football Club
Essendon Football Club
Richmond Football Club
Melbourne Football Club

18 to 19 October 2008
Swan River Stamp Show, WA 
For covers and overprinted 
minisheet with special postmark 
contact:
Glen Stafford
PO Box 1285
Mandurah, WA 6210
Email to:
stafford@southwest.com.au 

25 October 2008
Salisbury Stamp Fair
Impression: Megafauna

Salisbury 08 CPS label. 
Denominations of 55c, $1.10, 
$1.65 button sets. Available from 
PM, Adelaide GPO until 1st 
December 2008. Also:

11th October 2008: 
Commemorative Stampex 
2008 Postmarker: Megafauna- 
Procoptodon goliah

12th October 2008: 
Commemorative Stampex 2008 
Postmarker: Megafauna-Megalania

12th October 2008: 
Commemorative Congress 2008 
Postmarker: Piping Shrike

25th October 2008: 
Commemorative Salisbury 
Postmarker: Megafauna-Diprotodon

Impressions available from the 
relevent PMs. Melbourne FC 
impressions available from the 
East Melbourne Post Offi ce.

SALISBURY PHILATELIC STAMP 
FAIR

25 October 2008
This fair was held at St John’s 
Hall, Church Street from 10am 
to 4pm. Dealers and Australia 
Post were on hand and a special 
product was available. 

TEMPORARY PICTORIAL 
POSTMARK

1 September to 31 December ‘08
Kalgoorlie, WA 6430
Boulder, WA 6432 
Two new postmarks to celebrate 
the centenary of each city’s 
town hall. 

Pictorial Postmark
15 August 2008
Crystal Brook, SA 5523
Impression: Explorer



NEW ISSUES
Mail order (Retail) Product Description Price *Planned Withdrawal Date

Mail order (Retail) Product Description Price Planned Withdrawal Date

31 October 2008 Christmas 2008
1576067  Stamps (2 x 50c, 1 x 55c, $1.20) $2.75 30 April 2009

1576002 (36282)  First day cover (gummed) $3.05 28 November 2008

1576005 (36281)  First day cover (blank) $0.30 30 April 2009

1576300 (36386) Prestige fi rst day cover $9.95 28 November 2008

1576253 (36256) Self-adhesive sheetlet Bauble (10 x 50c) $5.00 30 April 2009

1576252 (36257) Self-adhesive sheetlet (5 x $1.20) $6.00 30 April 2009

1576257  Chequebook of sheetlets (20 x 5 x $1.20) $120.00 30 April 2009

1576260 (36255) Self-adhesive booklet Nativity (20 x 50c) $10.00 30 April 2009

1576258  Chequebook of booklets Nativity (20 x 20 x 50c) $200.00 30 April 2009

1576261 (36254) Self-adhesive booklet Bauble (20 x 50c) $10.00 30 April 2009

1576259  Chequebook of booklets Bauble (20 x 20 x 50c) $200.00 30 April 2009

1576126 (36283) Stamp pack $3.20 30 April 2009

1576220 (36284) Maxicard set (4) $5.75 30 April 2009

1576155 (36258) Aerogramme $1.15 30 April 2009

1576240 Set of gutters $27.50 30 April 2009

1576241 (36272) Gutter (10 x 50c Nativity) $5.00 30 April 2009

1576242 (36271) Gutter (10 x 50c Bauble) $5.00 30 April 2009

1576243 (36276) Gutter (10 x 55c) – no design $5.50 30 April 2009

1576244 (36280) Gutter (10 x $1.20) $12.00 30 April 2009
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Planned withdrawal dates may be changed without notice to meet emergent postal requirements. Advice on 

such changes will be published in the first available Stamp Bulletin Australia in retrospect. All prices are GST 

inclusive and are recommended. Contact the Australian Philatelic Bureau (FREECALL 1800 331 794 within 

Australia or +61 3 9887 0033 from overseas) for the current price at the time you place your order. 

SEVEN SEAS

NEW ISSUES

The following will be included in Seven Seas 2008 supplements and optional pages. 
Seven Seas pages are only available from stamp dealers and from Seven Seas. 
Products for Seven Seas pages • No CTO • Partial returns for refunds not accepted.

31 October 2008
Christmas 2008
Supplement  design set (gummed) & single
 s/adhesive from roll
 Optional  s/a sheetlets (10 x 50c & 5 x $1.20), 

s/a booklets (2 x 20 x 50c) 

31 October  2008
Christmas Island Christmas
Supplement  design set of two (gummed), 
 s/a booklet (10 x 50c), s/a sheetlet
 (fi ve x $1.20)
Optional  nil

3 November 2008 
Favourite Australian Films
Supplement  design set (gummed), s/a strip of fi ve 

from a roll
Optional  s/a booklets (6), gutter (10 x 55c), s/a 

sheetlet (10 x 55c), s/a strip of fi ve 
from a roll 

Mail order codes
1591235  Australian Supplement $34.25
1591236  Australian Optional $77.75
1591238 Christmas Island Supplement $12.70
0461235 90th Anniv. end of WWI minisheet $2.00
0462235 HMAS Sydney minisheet $2.00 
0463235 Beijing Expo overprint (Megafauna) $4.40

In the case of self-adhesive stamps, Australia Post will supply 
Collector Packs, full booklets or sheetlets only.



3 November 2008 Favourite Australian Films (AFI)    No collector pack

1591067  Stamps (5 x 55c se-tenant) $2.75 30 May 2009

1591002 (36310) First day cover (gummed) $3.05 1 December 2008

1591003 (36371) First day cover (s-adhesive) $3.05 1 December 2008

1591182 Set of six self-adhesive booklets $33.00 30 May 2009

1591302 (36378) Self-adhesive booklet Priscilla (10 x 55c) $5.50 30 May 2009

1591402 Chequebook Priscilla (20 x 10 x 55c) $110.00 30 May 2009

1591303 (36379) Self-adhesive booklet The Castle (10 x 55c) $5.50 30 May 2009

1591403 Chequebook The Castle (20 x 10 x 55c) $110.00 30 May 2009

1591304 (36375) Self-adhesive booklet Muriel’s Wedding (10 x 55c) $5.50 30 May 2009

1591404 Chequebook Muriel’s Wedding (20 x 10 x 55c) $110.00 30 May 2009

1591305 (36376) Self-adhesive booklet Lantana (10 x 55c) $5.50 30 May 2009

1591405 Chequebook Lantana (20 x 10 x 55c) $110.00 30 May 2009

1591306 (36377) Self-adhesive booklet Gallipoli (10 x 55c) $5.50 30 May 2009

1591406 Chequebook Gallipoli (20 x 10 x 55c) $110.00 30 May 2009

1591301 (36305) Self-adhesive booklet MIXED (10 x 55c) $5.50 30 May 2009

1591401 Chequebook MIXED (20 x 10 x 55c) $110.00 30 May 2009

1591126 (36311) Stamp pack $3.20 30 May 2009

1591220 (36312) Maxicard set (5)  $6.50 30 May 2009

1591240 (36308) Gutter (10 x 55c) − with design $5.50 30 May 2009

1591251 (36372) S-adhesive Favourite Film sheetlet pack (issued December) $12.95 30 May 2009

1591250 (36313) S-adhesive Favourite Film sheetlet (issued December)  $5.50 30 May 2009

1591209 (36369) Roll (100 x 55c) $55.00 30 May 2009

1591200 Strip of fi ve from a roll $2.75 30 May 2009

NEW ISSUES
Mail order (Retail) Product Description Price Planned Withdrawal Date

31 October 2008 Christmas Island Christmas

1592067  Stamps (1 x 50c, 1 x $1.20) $1.70 30 April 2009

1592001 (36303)  First day cover (gummed) $2.00 6 October 2008

1592305 (36292) Self-adhesive sheetlet (10 x 50c) $5.00 30 April 2009

1592308 (36288) Self-adhesive sheetlet (5 x $1.20) $6.00 30 April 2009

1592303  Chequebook of sheetlets (20 x 5 x $1.20) $120.00 30 April 2009

1592182 (36287) Self-adhesive booklet (10 x 50c) $5.00 30 April 2009

1592304  Chequebook of booklets (20 x 10 x 50c) $100.00 30 April 2009

1592241 (36297) Gutter (10 x 50c) – no design $5.00 30 April 2009

1592242 (36301) Gutter (10 x $1.20) $12.00 30 April 2009

Other products

1514409  Christmas card packs – Muppets & PPEs  $12.95 To be advised

1514410  – Mickey Mouse & PPEs $12.95 To be advised

1514411  – Celebrate Christmas & stamps $9.99 To be advised

1514412  – Gifts and Wishes & stamps $9.99 To be advised

1514413  – Bush Nativity & stamps $9.99 To be advised

1514414  – CI Critters & stamps $9.99 To be advised

1514415  Baubles Stationery Set (with stamps and envelopes) $9.99 To be advised

1514376  AFL Premiers 2008 souvenir stamp sheet $15.95 To be advised

1514377  NRL Premiers 2008 souvenir stamp sheet $15.95 To be advised

1514416  AFL Grand Final stamp and medallion cover $19.95 To be advised

0461226  200 Years of Braille − Vision Australia PPE $0.65 To be advised
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Other products

1514417  90th Anniversary of the end of WWI minisheet   $2.00 To be advised

1514418  90th Anniversary of the end of WWI souvenir cover $2.30 To be advised

1514419  90th Anniversary of the end of WWI special joint pack $9.95 To be advised

1514420  90th Anniversary of the end of WWI pnc $14.95 To be advised

1514421  Discovery of HMAS Sydney minisheet $2.00 To be advised

1514422  Australia & War commemorative stamp pack $15.95 To be advised

1514367  Mickey Mouse 80 Years stamp pack  $10.95 To be advised

1576229 Beijing Expo show overprint (Megafauna) $4.40 To be advised

1575171  2008 Annual Collection of Australian Stamps $99.95 To be advised

1575214  2008 Annual Collection of Australian Stamps (Executive) $134.95 To be advised

1575194  2008 Australian Territories Collection of Stamps $24.95 To be advised

NEW ISSUES
Mail order (Retail) Product Description        Price      Planned Withdrawal Date

AUSTRALIA AND WAR
90TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE END OF WWI

Commemorative minisheet 
pack features four 
minisheets including the 
Commemoration of the 
Discovery of HMAS Sydney.

AUSTRALIA AND WAR

B

C

D

E

F

A

B
A

C

F

This Australia and 
New Zealand joint 

pack contains 
minisheets from 
both countries!

D

E



 

 

www.auspost.com.au/pstamps

If you like to use personalised 
stamps on your greeting cards 
and for special events, now is the 
perfect time to get a head start 
for 2009. Whether it’s a wedding, 
birthday, or any other important 
occasion, there’s a great range 
of postage stamps to suit your 
special event. Visit the website 
and see just how easy it is.

GREAT NEWRANGE AVAILABLE

SPECIAL OCCASION STAMPSSPECIAL OCCASION STAMPS
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