
The Commonwea1th Specialists' Catalogue 

. ··: Introduction to First Edition 

It has been evident for some years past that there has been a need for 
a specialised catalogue of the stamps of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
that there should be some sort of standard price-list which would act as a 
guide to the values of many varieties· which are not listed in ordinary 
catalogues and yet which possess great interest f•w ><pecialists in these 
stamps. 

This catalogue is being published in the hope that it will prove of 
assistance to those collectors who are making a study of Commonwealth 
s!amps; and an endeavour has been made to put a fair· market valuation on 
every stamp. At the same time, it should be noted that the publishers do 
not claim to have all priced stamps in stock; in 
be sold within half-an-hour of their purchase. 
111atter of negotiation an * has been inserted. 

fact, many scarce items can 
\\1here a price is really a 

This Specialised Catalogue is not merely a dealer's price-list, but is an 
attempt to place a valuation on every Commonwealth stamp. A popular 
stamp is often worth more than a rarer stamp, owing to the demand for it. 

The system of listing adopted is to give all marked shades of colours 
d a stamp; then to follow on with vaneties, the latter being lettered a, b, c, 
etc. ·The prices for the varieties are for the cheapest shades. For instance, 
13a commands a higher price than 5a. 

The extreme right column gives· a description of the variety and also 
gives a list of what varieties are known in a certain shade. 

A dash (-) signifies that such a stamp does not exist as far as our 
present knowledge goes; but we shall be grateful if any reader will inform us 
if he has a copy of any so marked. 

All prices are subject to alteration without notice. 

Increasing interest is being shown in official stamps; owing to lack of 
iopacc we have been compelled to omit stamps punctured OS, NS\V, or T, 
but selections will be willingly sent on approval. 

The thanks of the publishers arc due to Mr. A. A. Rosenblum for his 
valuable assistance in compiling the lists and for information taken from his 
book, "Stamps of the Commonwealth of Australia"; also to °111r. J. R. vV. 
Purves for much appreciated and helpful suggestions. 

September, 1926. 

ORLO-SM:ITH & CO., 
Melbourne. 
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The Commonwealth Specialists' Catalogue 

Introduction to Second Edition 

It is just twu years since the first edition of the "Commonwealth 
S!iecialists' Catalogue" was published, an experiment which has pro\·ed so 
successful that we f~el this second edition needs no better intr0dnction than 
our assurance that it is a worthy successor; and we arc confident that, on its 
own merits, it will gain the wholehearted approv;\\ of Commonweaith 
co!lectors. 

Since the first edition \\·as iJUblished there ha\·e been many new issues 
of Commonwealth stamps and. in addition, there has been much research 
work undertaken which has resulted in a number of extr~ varieties of the 
earlier issues coming to light. 

As there ha\·e been such quantities of varieties found in almost all 
printings it has become necessary to apply the pruning knife to the first 
edition and to cut out certain of the Jess important varieties, such as "line 
over value" and thick and thin papers in the Kangaroo series; and certain 
minor varieties in the King's Heads, notably in the 4d. values. \Ve admit 
that there arc some stamps left in which should be dropped, but as they 
arc popular varieties, it was thought better to include them once again. 

It is neces,;ary that a distinction be drawn between major varieties­
which should be listed separately-and minor varieties-which can be 
grouped together. ),fajor varieties, in our opinion, include shades, retouches, 
re-entries and the more noticeable pla~e flaws, etc. Minor varieties consist 
mainly of electro flaws and faults-and their name is legion! \Ve consider 

·it undesirable to inflate this catalogue by including these, especially as their 
philatelic interest is small. 

In several cases we have altered the names of colours so as to give a 
better delini:ion of the shade. 

In order .to avoid renumbering the whole catalogue-and thereby causing 
eolJectors a certain amount of confusion-we have had to adopt the clumsy 
method of using the 'T' system. The numbers of the earlier issues cannot be1 

111ade permanent unti.1 the Kangaroos arc a thing of the past as a single 
new issue of a Kangaroo would alter all numbers from 123 on, unless the 
"half" system is adopted. As far as possible we have retained the same 
numbers as in the first edition, but owing to the amount of revision, this has 
not been possible everywhere. For instance, the penny rough papers have 
been put in their order of issue necessitating three divisions instead of two. 
Other additions include the different dies of the Kangaroos, the dies of the 
3d. King George; and that interesting discovery, the 5d. rough paper. 

Second Edition - 1928



6 The Commonwealth Specialists' Catalogue 

Once again we arc indebted to _Mr. A. A. Rosenblum and .Mr. J. R. \V. 
Purves for much extra information, the result of their recent research work, 
and also tender our thanks to other correspondents who have kindly supplied 
us with various items of information. 

In conclusion, we would assure our readers that all alterations have been 
carefully considered, and made with the idea of assisting collectors of 
Commonwealth stamps to arrive at a fair market ~·aluation; an<l we take this 
opportunity of thanking them for their practical si<pport which has made 
this second edition possible. 

September, 1928. 

< >RLO-S).IITH & CO., 

}.fclbourne. 



The Commonwealth Specialists' Catalogue 7 

Introduction to Third Edition 
Owing to the fact that Australia is using several distinct sets of stamps 

at one and the same time (Kangaroos, King Georges, Commemoratives, etc.) 
we have found it necessary to alter the numbers listed in this catalogul'. 
\Ve recognise the incom:enience to which this will put collectors, but 
11nfortunately it is unavoidable. 

In. order to oln·iate any similar drastic alteration in the future. we have 
given each section a distinctive prefix,. 

These prefixes are:-

K = Kangaroo series. 
E = The engraYed stamps of 1913-4. 

GS = King George Heads, single line perforation. 
G = King George Heads, comb perforation. 
S = Commemorath·es and special issues. 
A = Air stamps. 
P = Plate numbers. 
C = Controls (Monograms and Imprints). 
D = Postage Due stamps. 
F = Flown Covers. 

In ordering from this catalogue, it will be necessary always to give the 
prefix letter-as, for example, there is a number one in each sectio"n. 

As, in addition to our own extensive stock, we arc at present splitting 
11p the Rosenblum collect-ion, we are able to price practically all the r.arities. 

Of many of these there are less than a score in existence, and, in some 
h stances, less than a dozen or half a dozen. It will, therefore, be easily 
seen that these constitute one of the soundest investments, there being a 
~.rong local market for all classes of Commonwealth stamps, and the supply 
not being nearly sufficient to satisfy every would-be owner. 

The increasing interest in Air Mails generally has tempted us to add 
to this catalogue a further section dealing with Australian Flown Coyers. 
\Ve hope it will meet with the appreciation of our readers. 

October, 193r. 

ORLO-SMITH & CO., 
Melbourne. 
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. INTRODUCTION 

This catalogue is being published in the hope that it will prove of 
assistance to those collectors who are making a study of Commonwealth 
stamps;· and an endeavour has been made to put a fair market valuation on 
every stamp. At the same time, it should be noted that the publishers do 
not claim to have all priced stamps in stock; in fact, many scarce items can 
be sold within half-an-hour of their purchase. Where a price is really a 
matter of negotiation an * has been inserted. · 

Owing to the fact that Australia is using several distinct sets. of 
stamps 11t one and the same time '(Kangaroos, King Georges, Commemor­
atives, etc.), we have found it necessary to divide the issues into various 
sections, prefixing a special letter to each section. These prefixes are:-

K = Kangaroo series. 
E = The engraved stamps of 1913-4. 

GS = King George Heads, single line perforation. 
G = King George Heads, comb perforation. 
S = Commemoratives and special issues. 
A = Air stamps. · · · ' ·:. : · 
P = Plate numbers. · · · 
C = Controls (Monograms and Imprints). 
D = Postage Due stamps. 
F = Flown Covers. 

. I 

In ordering from this catalogue, it will be necessary always to give the 
prefix letter, otherwise confusion will result. · 

The system of listing adopted is to give all marked shades of colours 
of a stamp; then to follow. on with varieties, the latter being lettered a, b, c,. 
et~. The prices for the varieties are for the cheapest shades. 

The extreme right column gives a description of the variety and also 
a list of what varieties are known in a certain shade. 

A dash (-) signifies that such a stamp does not exist as far as our 
present knowledge goes; but we shall be grateful if any reader will inform 
us if he has a copy of any so marked. · 

It is necessary that a distinction be drawn between major varieties­
which should be listed separately-and minor ·varieties-which can be 
grouped together. Major varieties, in our ·opinion, include shades, retouches, 

. re-entries and the more noticeable plate flaws, etc.. Minor varieties consist 
mainly of electro flaws and faults-and their name is legion! We consider 
it undesirable to inflate this catalogue by including these separately, 
especially as their philatelic interest is small. . 

All prices are subject to alteration without notice. 
Increasing interest is being shown in official stamps; owing to 'lack of 

sp:1ce, we have been compelled to omit stamps punctured OS, NSW, T, etc., 
but selections will be willingly sent on approval. 

October, 1934. 

ORLO-SMITH & CO., 
Melbourne. 
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INTRODUCTION . ' ,-,,•' 
This catalogue is being published in the hope that it will provi!' 'Of 

assistance to those collectors who arc making a study of Commonwcqlth 
stamps; and an endeavour has been made to put a fair market valuatf<UIJJW 
every stamp. At the s~me time, it. should b!J noted that the pub)ishers do 
not claim to have all priced stamps m stock; m fact, many scarce 1tcms can 
be sold within half-an-hour of their purchase. Where a price is really a 
matter of negotiation an • has been inserted. 

Owing to the fact that Australia is using several distinct sets of 
stamps at one and the same time (Kangaroos, King Georges, Commemor­
atives, etc.), we have found it necessary to divide the issues into various 
sections, prefixing a special letter to each section. ~hcse prefixes are:-

K = Kangaroo series. 
E The engraved stamps of 1913-4. 

GS = King George 5th Heads, single line perforation. 
G = King George 5th Heads, comb perforation. 
0 _ Other ordinary issues. 
S _ Commemoratives and special issues. 
A Air stamps. 
P Plate numbers. 
C = Controls (Monograms and Imprints). 
D = Postage Due stamps. 
F = Flown Covers. 

in ordering from this catalogue, it will be necessary always to give the 
prefix letter, otherwise confusion will result. 

The system of listing adopted is to give all marked shades of colours 
of a stamp; then to follow on with varieties, the latter being lettered a, b, c, 
etc. The prices for the variP.tieB'' arc if or the cheapest shades. 

( . ' 

The extreme right column gives a descriJ?tion of the variety and also 
a list of what varieties nre;known in a certam shade. 

/ ' 

A dash (-) signifies that·su~h astamp does not exist as far as our 
present knowledge goes; but we shall be grateful if any render will inform 
us if he has a copy of any ;;o marked. /,\ • 

It is necessary that a di~tjn~tion 1b'e drawn between major varieties­
which should be listed separately_:_nnd minor varieties-which can be 
grouped together. Major varieties, in our opinion, include shades, retouches, 
re-entries and the more noticeable plate flaws, etc. Minor varieties consist 
mainly of electro flaws and faults-and their name is legion! We consider 
it undesirable to inflate this catalogue by including these separately, 
especially as their philatelic interest is small. 

All prices are subject to alteration without notice. 

Increasing interest is being shown in official stamps; owing to lack of 
space, we have been compelled to omit stamps punctured OS, NSW, T, etc., 
but selections will be willingly sent on approval. 

ORLO-SMITH & • CO., 
March, 1938. Melbourne. 
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This catalogue is being published in the hope that it will prove of 
as:;istance to those collectors who are making a study of Commonwealth 
~tamps; and an endeavour has been made to put a fair market valuation on 
·every stamp. At the same time, it should be noted that the publishers do 
not claim to have all priced stamps in stock; in fact, many scarce items can 
be sold within half-an-hour of thei~ purchase. Where a price is really a 
matter of negotiation an "' has !:?~ inserted. 

In order to suit the convenie~ce of readers we have found it necessary 
to divide the issues into various sections, prefixing a special letter to each 
section. These prefixes are: 

K = Kangaroo series. 
E The engraved stamps of 1913-4. 

GS = King George 5th Heads, single line perforation. 
G = King George 5th Heads, comb perforation. 
0 = Other ordinary issues. 
S = Commemoratives and special issues. 
A = Air stamps. 
P Plate numbers. 
C = Controls (Monograms and Imprints). 
D = Postage Due stamps. 

In ordering from this catalogue, it will be necessary always to give the 
prefix letter, otherwise confusion will result. 

The system of listing adopted is to give all marked shades of colours 
of a stamp; then to follow on with varieties, the latter being lettered a, b, c, 
etc. The prices for the varieties arc for the cheapest shades. 

The extreme right column gives a description of the variety and also 
a list of what varieties are known in a certain shade. 

A dash (-) signifies that such a stamp does not exist as far as our 
present knowledge goes; but we shall be grateful if any reader will inform 
us if he has a copy of any so marked. 

It is necessary that a distinction be drawn between major varieties­
which should be listed separately-and minor varieties~which can be 
grouped together. Major varieties, in our opinion, include shades, retouches, 
re-entries and the more noticeable plate flaws, etc. Minor varieties consist 
mainly of electro flaws and faults. W c consider it undesirable to inflate 
this catalogue by including these separately, especially as their philatelic 
interest is small. 

All prices are subject to. alteration without notice. 

Increasing interest is being shown in official stamps; owing to lack of 
space, we have been compelled to omit stamps punctured OS, NSW, T, etc., 
but selections will be willingly sent on approval. Prices of these are 
roughly twice that of the normal stamp. 

September, 1940. 
ORLO-SMITH & CO., 

Melbourne. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This catalogue is being published in the hope that it will prove ot 
assistance to those collectors who are making a study of Commonwealth 
stamps; and an endeavour has been made to put a fair market valuation on 
every stamp. At the same time, it should be noted that the publishers do 
not claim to have all priced stamps in stock; in fact, many scarce items can 
be sold within half-an-hour of their purchase. Where a price is really a 
matter of negotiation an * has been inserted. 

In order to suit the convenience of readers we have found it necessary 
to divide the issues into various sections, prefixing a special letter to each 
section. These prefixes are: 

K = Kangaroo series. 
E The engraved stamps of 1913-4. · 

GS King George 5th Heads, single line perforation. 
G King George 5th Heads, comb perforation. 
0 Other ordinary issues. 
S Commemoratives and special issues. 
A Air stamps. 
P = Plate numbers. 
C = Controls (Monograms and Imprints). 
D = Postage Due stamps. 

UAB = Australian Stamps used Abroad. 
··0:: 

In ordering from this catalogue, it will be necessary a!ways to give the". 
prefix letter, otherwise confusion will result. ~-

The system of listing adopted is to give all marked shades of colours 
of a stamp; then to follow on with varieties, the latter being lettered a, b, c1·­

etc. The prices for the varieties are for the cheapest shades. · 

The extreme right column gives a description of the variety and also 
a list of what varieties are known in a certain shade. 

A dash (-) signifies that such a stamp does not exist as far as our 
present knowledge goes; but we shall be grateful if any reader will inform 
us if he has a copy of any so marked. 

It is necessary that a distinction be drawn between major varieties­
which should be listed separately-and minor varieties-which can be 
grouped together. Major varieties, in our opinion, include shades, retouches, 
re-entries and the more noticeable plate flaws, etc. Minor varieties consist 
mainly of electro flaws and faults. We consider it undesirable to inflate 
this catalogue by including these separately, especially as their philatelic 
interest is small. 

All prices are subject to alteration without notice. 

Increasing interest is being shown in official stamps; owing to lack of 
space, we have been compelled to omit stamps punctured OS, NSW, T, etc., 
but selections will be willingly sent on approval. Prices of these are 
roughly twice that of the normal stamp. 

February, 1943. 
ORLO-SMITH & CO., 

Melbourne. 
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INTRODUCTION
This catalogue is being published in the hope that it will prove oi

assistance to those collectors who are making a study of Commonwealth .

stamps; and an endeavour has been made to put a fair market valuation on
every stamp. At the same time, it should be noted that the publishers do
not claim to have all priced stamps in stock; in fact, many scarce items can
be sold within half-an-hour of their purchase. Where a price is really a
matter of negotiation an “' has been inserted.

In order to suit the convenience of readers we have found it necessary
to dlvlde the issues into various sections, prexing a speclal letter to each
sectlon. These prexes are: _ .

K
E

Qwbmgg

m Kangaroo series. .

--...;...- The engraved stamps of 19134.: King George 5th Heads, single line pero'i"d'ti_'<§'ni,ii,i§=§fi,E§‘{1 King George 5th HE&dS, comb pB1‘f01‘&l§i0Il_s-I s_,;=g,f1g*_;_vg;ra=g;:k: Other ordinary issues. i“"‘ “‘"i‘*i‘*i“ii-*‘ (:: Commemoratives and special issues.I Ail‘ Sl73.I'I1pS. i g Q

—-...: Plate numbers.
:1:-..-. Controls (Monograms and Imprints).
m Postage Due stamps ~ d ’D . -‘F oz,

UAB : Australian Stamps used Abroad. H '

In ordering from this catalogue, it will be necessary always to give the
prex letter, otherwise confusion will result.

1

The system of listing adopted is to give all marked shades of colours
of a stamp; then to follow on with varieties, the latter being lettered a, b, c,
etc. The prices for the varieties are for the cheapest shades.

The extreme right column gives a description of the variety and also
a list of what varieties are known in a certain shade. - .

A dash (--) signies that such a stamp does not exist as far as our
present knowledge goes; but we shall be grateful if any reader will inform
as if he has a copy of any so marked.

It is necessary that a distinction be drawn between major varieties-—~
which should be listed separately—-and minor varieties—vvhich can be
grouped together. Major varieties, in our opinion, include shades, retouches,
re-entries and the more noticeable plate aws, etc. Minor varieties consist
mainly of electro aws and faults. We consider it undesirable to inate
this catalogue by including these separately, especially as their philatelic '

interest is small.

All prices are subject to alteration without notice.

Increasing interest is being shown in official stamps; owing to lack of
space, we haveibeen compelled to omit stamps punctured OS, NSW, T, etc.,
but selections will be willingly sent on approval. Prices of these are
roughly twice that of the normal stamp.

0RLO~SMITH & CO.,
November, 1944. Melbourne. f
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